St Matthew’'s Newsletter

Witnessing to Christ with our lives and learning
4t April 2025

Headteacher’'s Updates

Last week, we were incredibly blessed to receive a visit from a past, and now famous, St Matthew's
pupil, Femi Koleoso, the drummer and lead of the very successful jazz band, Ezra Collective.
It was a truly inspiring morning, as you will read in the article below.

I was also incredibly proud last week to have the honour of watching our dance team perform on
stage at the Millfield Theatre. They were confident, professional and wowed their audience — very
well done team; you were amazing! Many thanks to Miss Petris, Mrs Hind & Mrs Burey for
choreographing and organising the team.

Please remember to book your child’'s Summer term Parent Consultation meeting via
SchoolCloud (emails have been sent to all parents), being held in school on Monday 28" April
3pm to 5.30pm (please note school closes at 2.40pm for children on this day) and Wednesday
30t April 3.40pm to 6.30pm (normal 3.20pm close). —

Please also look at the following documents attached to UADI
alil 4

today’s newsletter email: 1A
» New summer term lunch menu A O
> Kids Eat Free over Easter flyer

As we celebrate the joy of Easter, I wish you all a happy and

restful break, filled with peace, love and quality time with

your families. Very best wishes, Mes Harris

Brit Award Winner visits St Matthew's
On Monday 24" March, we were delighted to welcome back a former pupil of St Matthew's, Femi Koleoso,
now part of the Brit Award winning jazz quintet, Ezra Collective.
Femi led our morning assembly, engaging the children with a drum demonstration and inviting one child
from each year group to have a go! The children also had the opportunity to ask Femi questions about
his career and his time as a St Matthew's pupil. They were very excited to find out that some of the staff
that taught him, are now teaching them!
Femi’s kindness and values really shone through, as he shared his journey in the arts and connected with
and inspired all of the children...and staff! It was clear just how much his visit meant to the whole school
community. He kindly donated a drum kit to the school, along with a very generous offer of paying for a
drum teacher to come in and teach the pupils drum lessons.

“I like the music, so I would like to have a try
at playing the drum” - Aiden Y71

“The drums were cool, and I really want to be
a musician and he inspires me” — Minay Y4

“Giving me the opportunity to play the drums
made me feel excited and jubilant!” — Matthew Y6 |




Reception

This week in Reception, as part of our learning on Travel and Transport, we went on a ‘Transport Survey
Hunt'. We sat outside the breakfast club entrance and counted the different types of vehicles that drove
past us. We were very excited to see four buses and five motorcycles drive past. We even saw a real London
taxi. We learnt about tally charts and kept a count of most of the vehicles that drove past. Unfortunately,
we lost count when some sped past us, as we saw over one hundred cars! Some drivers beeped their horns
and waved at us as they went past.
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Year 1

In Design and Technology this term we has been finding out about different fruits and how we might
make a smoothie. We practiced safely cutting and juicing different fruit before tasting some. This helped
us prepare for the Smoothie bike this week, when we all were excited to ride it for the first time. Most of
us enjoyed the flavour and many went back for seconds. We finished off the week by writing
instructions of how we made the smoothies.

Year 2

In DT, Year 2 have been excited to finish off their purses. They showed resilience and patience when sewing
their running stitch and decorated it in time for their Mother’s Day gift. They were very proud of the new
skill of sewing and evaluated what they enjoyed, what they found difficult and what they would do
differently next time.




Year 3

The Ancient Egyptians used papyrus plants, cut into thin strips, soaked and pressed together to create a
writing surface. Year 3 have been creating their own versions of these to write their own scrolls by using
paper strips soaked in PVA glue. When these were dried they wrote on them using the Ancient Egyptian
alphabet.

Year 4

Year four have been learning about rivers and the water cycle. This week we
have carried out a number of experiments to learn more about evaporation
and condensation.
"On the 39 April 2025, Year 4 went on a trip to the River Lea. Before we
went Mrs Burey showed us all of the dangers that there could be.
When we were on our trip, we saw big and small boathouses and wildlife
like geese, swans and birds. We stopped next to the river to draw pictures.
Miss Wheeler told us that the Year 4’s last year took 31 minutes to walk
from Lea Valley Athletics centre back to St Matthew’s. Sadly, we lost by 1
minute because we took 32 minutes. However, we had an amazing time.
Thank you to the parent helpers who went with us on the trip".

Elis and Grace

Year 5

This term in Year 5, we have been learning about Plastic
and the impact that it can have on the environment. We
have researched the properties of plastic and how and
why it is used. We also researched the positive and
negatives of using plastic.

We were extremely lucky to have EcoActive visit us to
deliver an inspiring and informative workshop on
plastic and how their charity aims to promote the reuse
and recycling of plastic.

Our class made some turtles using the ends of plastic
bottles as these creatures are severely impacted and
harmed from plastic pollution.

With the remaining bottles we made some wind
spinners which we have hung up around the
playground.




Year 6 - Playscripts

Our class reader is a book called The Girl Who Stole An Elephant and we have spent this week writing
playscripts based on different pages of the book. We worked together on our first draft and then acted
out our playscript to the children in our class. This enabled us to understand the importance of the
different elements in this genre of writing.

We were very honoured to represent our school
in the Dance Festival at the Millfield Theatre.
Our theme was Broadway, and we performed
the musical, Matilda. We had two dress
rehearsals on the big stage, before performing
in front of 300 people. We were very proud of
our performance because we worked so hard
and it was amazing!




Maintenance Fund Reminder
So far this year, we have received £1270 of parental contributions towards the Maintenance Fund. This
is only 15% of the potential amount. This fund is a part of deciding to send your child to a Church
school and goes towards the maintenance of the building, which has recently included improving our
drains and repairing our hot water supply to the toilets.
What parents don’t pay has to be taken out of the curriculum resources budget, so please kindly
contribute what you can, as this makes a difference for your children.
Many thanks for your support.
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¢ Is your child in Year 62
* Are you worried about their transition to

: secondary school?
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Diary Dates for 2024-25

April 2025
Monday 7t April to Monday 215t April - EASTER HOLIDAYS - School Closed
Tuesday 22" April - School re-opens for all children
Saturday 26 April am - Mini London Marathon - all pupils welcome to sign up!
Monday 28t April - 3pm to 5.30pm - Parent Consultations - Please note that

School closes at 2.40pm for all children on Monday

Wednesday 30t April — 3.40pm to 6.30pm - Parent Consultations

May 2025
Monday 12t'- Thursday 15th May — KS2 SATS week for Year 6 pupils

Friday 16*" May - Year 3 Class Assembly - Y3 Parents Invited
Tuesday 20t May — Happy School Bag collection
Wednesday 215t May — World Cultural day pm - A/l families invited
Thursday 22" May - Governing Board meeting 1-3pm - FGB members only
Monday 26" - Friday 29" May - May Half Term

June 2025
Monday 2" - Friday 6" June — Multiplication Tables Check for Year 4 pupils
Monday 9t - Friday 13 June - Phonics Screener Tests for Year 1 pupils
Monday 23" - Friday 27t June - Year 6 New Forest Residential

July 2025
Thursday 3" & Friday 4" July - Secondary Transfer Days for Year 6

Friday 11t July - Y1 Class Assembly — Y7 Parents Invited
Friday 11t July - Reports out to Parents
Monday 14t July pm - Transition afternoon - all children visit new class & teacher
Monday 14t July 3.20-4pm Open Evening — Discuss reports /meet next year’s teacher
Friday 18t July - last day of 2024/2025 term
T

Dates £or your diary
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¥ This Week's Attendance Winners

K;tend;nce Best attendance for the last week was won by Year 4 with 100% and
this week the winners were Year 5 with 96.5%.

AMAZING!!

St Matthew’s CE Primary School, South Street, EN3 4LA Telephone: 020 8804 1666
Email: office@st-matthews.enfield.sch.uk
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