
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 

As a Rights Respecting School, we teach all children about their rights through the 

globally ratified UNCRC (United Convention Rights of the Child).  We believe that 

learning about children’s rights in school helps children to understand that they are 

valued, respected and protected. It supports their wellbeing, confidence and sense of 

belonging, while teaching them how to treat others fairly, responsibly and with respect. 

Through learning about rights, children develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes 

needed to thrive as positive, active members of their school and wider community.   

Article 42 of the UNCRC states that children and adults should know and understand children’s rights. Parents 

and carers have an important responsibility to support, respect and uphold these rights, helping children to 

recognise their own rights while also respecting the rights of others through their words, actions and 

relationships. Please see full information on children’s rights at end of this newsletter 
 

Attendance 

It is essential that every adult supports every child in attending 

school every day and on time, to respect children’s right to 

an education (article 28).  Currently our whole school 

attendance is 92% in comparison with the national average of 

96.3%.  Over the past few years, our attendance has been around 96%, I 

am concerned that children’s lateness and non-attendance is significantly 

impacting on their education and development.  Please kindly remember 

that children are expected to come to school with a sniffle and a cold.  If 

you are uncertain whether your child is well enough for school, please 

contact the school for advice or see the poster attached.   Please ensure 

your child is in school every day and on time to prepare them for a successful future.  
 

Parent Governor 

We are looking to appoint a Parent Governor to become a member of our Governing Body who 

oversee the school.  Any appointed parent will have an important role to play in representing parents' 

views about the school to the Governing Body.  I hope that you will take advantage of this 

opportunity to become more involved within our School.  If you have any questions or wish to discuss 

the role further, please do not hesitate to come and see me.  An email was sent out earlier this week 

with details on how to apply. Closing date Friday 9th October 2026. 
 

Hello Yellow – World Mental Health Day – Friday 9th October  

On Friday 9th October, children are invited to wear something Yellow along with their school uniform 

to school to celebrate World Mental Health Day.   
 

REMINDERS:   

• Happy School Bag Collection – collection bags will be sent home On Monday 5th October.  

Please fill these bags with clean unwanted clothes, paired shoe etc. and bring back to school 

on collection day which is Wednesday 14th October.  Many thanks. 

• City Harvest Festival - please bring in any donations into school from Monday 5th to Tuesday 

13th October.  Thank you for supporting this worthy cause. 

• Secondary School Transfer application forms need to be submitted by 31st October 2026. 
 

Wishing you all a lovely week ahead.   Very best wishes, Mrs Harris 
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Nursery 
This week in Nursery, we have been introducing the children to some early mathematical concepts 

through fun, practical and playful experiences.  

Shape Hunters!  The children enjoyed exploring our outdoor area with their shape hunters, 

looking carefully for different shapes in the environment. They were encouraged to notice and 

talk about the shapes they could see around them. 

Can you go on a Shape Hunt at home? Walk around your home with your child and see what 

shapes you can find: 

• What shapes can you see? 

• Can you find a circle?  

• Can you find a triangle? 

• Can you find a square or rectangle? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Encourage your child to tell a grown-up about the shapes they have found. Have fun 

exploring and discovering shapes together! 

 

 

 

 

        

        

                     

        

    

  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Reception     
 

 In Reception, we have been enjoying making music together in the garden. We have also had the 

opportunity to meet some special visitors as part of the school’s Black History Month workshop, learning, 

listening and celebrating together. We have also loved getting messy and creative in the mud kitchen, 

using our imaginations as we played and explored together. 

                       

                     

        

    

  

 

 

 

 



 

Year 1 - How Have Toys Changed Over the Years? 
                                              

This week, Year 1 had lots of fun exploring toys from the past and present. The children were 

invited to bring in a toy from home and loved sharing them with their friends. 
 

We explored the materials toys are made from and used our Science knowledge to spot differences 

between old and modern toys. We discovered that some toys, such as marbles, are still enjoyed 

today, even though toys have changed over time. 
 

“Old toys are made from wood because they are crafted by someone.” - Elijah 

“My robot is electronic and it can move by itself.” - Muntaha 

“You have to touch the old toys so that they can move.” - Zayah 

“New toys are made from plastic and they are bright.” - Amaya-Louise 
 

The children showed great responsibility when looking after their toys and demonstrated 

fantastic sharing and turn-taking skills. 

 

 

                     

        

    

  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UP – We could sing a happy song to God, pray to Him, read from our holy book 

and respect His rules so that together we can let our light shine bright. 

IN – We could look inside our own hearts and share our feelings with family 

and friends. 

OUT – We thought about different ways that we could share our love with other 

people and the wider world.  We could spread our love by smiling at each 

other, being kind and gentle, being helpful and offering service. 

 

Team 2 Mathematicians – Explore the number 8 

Team 2’s number of the week is 8.  We used Numicon to help us explore and investigate different 

ways to make 8.  To begin with, we worked out that there are many ways to make 8 using 2 

numbers.  First, we found the Numicon which represented 8. Then, we chose another piece of 

Numicon that represented a number lower than 8.  We then counted and matched the missing 

piece. After, we made a list of addition number pairs totaling 8 on our whiteboards. 

 

7 + 1 = 8 We noticed that when we 

swapped the numbers around 

in our number sentence, they 

still made 8. 

1 + 7 = 8 4 + 4 = 8 

5 + 3 = 8 3 + 5 = 8 Because 4 has been 

used twice, we couldn’t 

swap the numbers so 

the number sentence 

stayed the same. 

2 + 6 = 8 6 + 2 = 8 

8 + 0 = 8 0 +8 = 8 

4 + 4 = 8  

 

Here are some photographs of this part of our exploration. 

 

         

                                                     

  

 

 

 

8 + 0 = 8 5 + 3 = 8 1 + 7 = 8 

Next Step: 

Some of us used our 

knowledge of part-whole 

models and realised that 8 

could be made using more 

than 2 numbers.  Here are 

some photographs of our 

findings. 

    

                                

            
2 + 2 + 2 + 2 = 8 

 
2 + 2 + 4 = 8 

 
2 + 1+ 3 + 2 = 8  



                                      

 Year 3 

 In Year 3, our science topic is fossils, rocks and soil. This lesson we learnt how fossils are formed. 

Using salt dough and outside items like twigs, rocks and leaves or little dinosaur toys and using 

the iPad as research, we had our own opportunity to create our own fossils!  

 

       

              

 

 

 

 

        

                     

        

    

  

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 – Ancient Greece 

During our History lesson, we experienced a traditional Olympics which was invented in Ancient 

Greece and is still around today. We discussed the difference in different types of equipment and 

activities.  

“They used to race chariots pulled by horses around a track”  Joel Y4 

“They used long spears for javelin and small rocks for shot putt”  Dorian Y4  

         

 

            

             

 

 

 

 

        

                     

Whole School Attendance 

Today’s attendance was 91.2%  

Our target attendance is 96.5% - please help us to achieve this! 

Best attendance for last week was won by Year 6 with 97.3% and this 

week by Year 3 with 99.2% 

For your children’s benefit please make sure that you are getting your 

children to school every day and on time.  Thank you  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

             Year 5’s visit to Bruce Castle 

 

 

                

 

 

                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

Our Time to Shine certificates are awarded weekly to 2 pupils in each class 

who have been recognised as great role models for our school values & 

children’s rights.  Last week’s awards were given to:   

Class 1:     Zante, Muntaha & Mohammad  

Class 2:     Whole Class & Jack        

Class 3:     Artuhan &, Dzhelyal 

Class 4:     Damilola, Shaniya & Dorian     

Class 5:    Annabelle & Amreen   

Class 6:    Alicia, Elis & Grace   

 

Year 6 - Inference based on dialogue and dialect 

In English this week, Year 6 have been investigating how to characterise through dialogue. We 

discussed the difference between formal and informal language and practised analysing speech. 

We then wrote our own scripts and performed our scenes. 

      

     

 

This week, Year 5 visited Bruce Castle Museum, 

where they took part in an exciting workshop to 

create their own Viking shields. This experience 

linked closely to our History and English learning, as 

well as the class novel we are currently reading, 

Anglo-Saxon Boy. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed the visit and were 

particularly enthusiastic about designing and 

creating their own Viking artefacts, which they were 

able to display in class and take home. 

During the workshop, the children also learned how 

to write their names using Viking runes and had the 

opportunity to see a fascinating primary source of 

evidence: a piece of a Viking ship discovered at 

Bruce Castle. It was a fantastic hands-on experience 

that brought our learning to life and deepened the 

children's understanding of the Viking era. 
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United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
Teaching children about their rights through the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (UNCRC) helps them to understand that every child is valued, protected and entitled to be 

safe, healthy, heard and able to learn. Learning about rights also encourages children to develop 

respect, responsibility and empathy for others.  

Article 42 of the UNCRC states that children and adults should know and understand these 

rights. Parents and carers play a vital role in helping children learn about their rights and how they 

can uphold the rights of others through their everyday actions, relationships and choices. By working 

together, home and school can empower children to become confident, responsible and 

compassionate citizens. 

 



 

St Matthew’s C of E Primary School  

Diary Dates for 2026-2027 

October 2026 

Monday 5th October – Year 1 Trip 

Thursday 8th October – Year 6 meeting regarding one week residential @ 3.30pm 

Friday 9th October – “Hello Yellow” World Mental Health Day – children to wear yellow along 

with their school uniform  

Monday 12th October – Year 3 Trip 

Tuesday 13th October – Harvest Festival in Church @ 9am 

Wednesday 14th October – Happy School Bag Collection 

Wednesday 14th October – Year 5 Swimming  

Thursday 15th October - Little Wandle Meeting for EYFS and KS1 parents @ 3.30pm 

Friday 16th October – Year 4 class assembly 

Monday 19th October – Year 5 Trip 

Wednesday 21st October – Individual School Photographs 

Thursday 22nd & Friday 23rd October – INSET DAYS (no pupils) 

Half Term - Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2026 

November 2026 

Wednesday 4th November – Year 3 Trip 

Monday 9th November - Parent Consultation Evening - 3pm to 5.30pm - School closes at 2.40pm 

Wednesday 11th November - Parent Consultation Evening - 3.40pm to 6.30pm 

Monday 16th November – Year 6 Trip 

Tuesday 24th November – Flu Nasal Spray – Years R to 6  

Friday 27th November – INSET DAY (no pupils) 

December 2026 

Friday 12th December – Year 3 Class Assembly 

Christmas Break – Monday 21st December to Friday 1st January 2027 

Spring Term 

Monday 4th January to Thursday 25th March 2027 

Half Term - Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2027 

Easter Break – Monday 30th March to Friday 9th April 2027 

Monday 3rd May – May Bank Holiday (No pupils) 

Summer Term 

Monday 12thApril to Wednesday 21st July 2027 

May Bank Holiday - Monday 3rd May 2027 

Half Term - Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2027 
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