St Matthew’'s Newsletter

Together we let our light shine bright

Dear Parents & Carers,

A very warm welcome back to all of our St Matthew's School community. We hope you had a restful
and enjoyable break and are looking forward to an exciting new term ahead. We are especially
delighted to welcome our new staff and children who have joined us this year to become part of our
school family.

We are thrilled to share that our brand-new nursery is now officially open, complete with its own
dedicated entrance. We look forward to seeing our youngest learners flourish in this wonderful new
space. > CSAIERTD |
Macmillan Cake Sale \Mll.l.
We are holding a Macmillan cake sale after school on Thursday 24" September in
the school playground. We would be grateful for any cake donations towards this
worthy cause. Cakes can be donated from Monday 215t onwards. Many thanks for
your continued support. Please remember we are a NUT and STRAWBERRY FREE

school.

Black History Month

We are excited to share that on Friday 2" October we will start our celebration of Black History
Month with a whole school workshop led by ‘As Creatives'. They are an external company who teach
the significance of Black History Month through focussed workshops. The day will start with a whole
school assembly, followed by individual class workshops where the children will learn about
significant historical figures such as Lilian Bader, Paul Stephenson and John Richard Archer. Other
curriculum activities to follow. Please remember to log in to ParentPay and make the £4 payment
towards the workshop. Thank you.

Harvest
We are once again supporting City Harvest Festival, please see attached information regarding the
items that are needed. Please bring in any donations into school on Monday 12t to Friday 16t
October. Thank you for supporting this worthy cause.

Contact & Medical Forms
If you have not already returned your completed annual Contact, Medical and Care Plans (where
applicable), can you please do so by Friday 25t September. It is very important that we have the
correct contact details and medical information for your child at all times. Many thanks for your
support.
A Safe Lunch Box Packed Lunches

Ty Thank you for supporting healthy eating at school. When preparing packed
@ ceoee @i @il lunches, please include healthy food choices and remember that nuts,
‘ sweets, and strawberry products are not permitted.

Wishing you all a lovely weekend. Very best wishes, Mrs Halil

o Avoid hard,
small sweets

; ) FOUND OYSTER CARD: We have found an Oyster Card just outside
e @ % the school gates. If it belongs to you or your child, please contact the
— P k: o, school office. Many thanks
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Opening of Our New Nursery Classroom

We are delighted to celebrate the opening of our N
urserg
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new Nursery classroom and to welcome our
newest children to St Matthew's.

The children have had a fantastic first week and
have settled into their classroom environment
extremely well. They have enjoyed exploring the
classroom, making friends and becoming familiar
with daily routines.

It has been wonderful to see their confidence grow
each day, and we are excited to support them as
they begin their learning journey with us.

A big thank you to all parents and carers for their
support and patience whilst waiting for the
building work to be complete. We look forward to
a happy and successful year ahead in our new
Nursery classroom.

Reception

What a wonderful start to Reception! The children have been settling beautifully into their new
classroom and beginning to feel at home in their new environment. They have been busy
exploring the different areas of our classroom, discovering resources and getting to know the
routines of the day. It has been lovely to see friendships beginning to blossom as the children
play, learn and discover together. We are so proud of how confidently they are embracing this
exciting new chapter and look forward to seeing their confidence, independence and friendships
continue to grow!




Year 1's Class Charter
Year 1 have made a fantastic start to the year and are settling in beautifully, developing a strong
sense of belonging within our class.

We have been exploring children’s rights and how these link to our Class Charter, which the
children created together. The charter is for everyone to follow — children and adults alike — helping
us to create a safe, kind and welcoming environment where everyone feels valued and respected.
We also created a Web of Belonging, helping us to recognise that we are all connected and that
our words and actions can have an impact on those around us.

We are incredibly proud of the way the children have settled in and look forward to all the learning
and growing we will do together!

We Promise

eto treat each other
fairly
e to talk and listen to
each other with respect
e to look after and tidy
our classroom

e to always try my best

Team 2 can SEE not just LOOK

Team 2 have been thinking about what ‘spirituality’ means. We thought carefully about St.
Matthew's School guide to spirituality — UP, IN and OUT. We considered examples of showing

each part:
UP — We could sing a happy song to God, pray to Him, read from our holy book

and respect His rules so that we can let our light shine.

IN — We could look inside our own hearts and share our feelings with family
and friends.

OUT - We thought about different ways that we could share our love with other
people and the wider world. We could spread our love by smiling at each other,
being kind and gentle, being helpful and offering service.

We read a story called 'WOW! Said the Owl’. Owl stayed awake in the daytime instead of in the
evening and she saw so many beautiful things.

We realised that there were beautiful things all around us that made us go WOW! But the important
thing was that we had to SEE and not just LOOK. Inspired by photographer Mike Mears, we used
magnifying glasses and then our I Pads to really LOOK and take photographs of the WOW in the
world we saw.

Photographers: Team 2




Year 3 Mathematicians

In Maths, Year 3 have been introduced to working with 3-digit numbers. We used dienes to help
us create different 3-digit numbers and recognise the value in each column. They have worked
very hard in identifying hundreds and have started to use the column method for adding and
subtracting. Well done Year 3!

Year 4 Mathematicians

In Maths, we have used our “build it, draw it, write it" structure for addition questions to provide
more of an understanding of how the numbers are made.

We moved from using place value counters, to drawing them on a table, to answering the
questions using number only.

“This taught me a new way of doing addition through expanding the numbers and helped me
understand it all easier by moving from counters, drawing it to writing it". Shaniya Year 4

Whole School Attendance
‘ Today’s attendance was 91.7%
K‘ttendance Our target attendance is 96.5% - please help us to achieve this!
R Best attendance for last week was won by Year 5 with 97% and this week
by Year 6 with 94.3%
For your children’s benefit please make sure that you are getting your
children to school every day and on time. Thank you




Year 5 Writers

This week in English, Year 5 have been learning all about metaphors and how authors use them to
make their writing more vivid and powerful. We discovered that a metaphor describes something
by saying it is something else, helping the reader create strong images in their mind.

Some examples of what our class came up with are: "His mind was enclosed in a world of
secrets”; “The classroom was a disco party”; “The snow was a white monster, consuming
everything”

We discussed how these metaphors help the reader understand ideas and emotions in a more
imaginative way than a simple factual statement and the class demonstrated a growing

understanding of how figurative language can make writing more engaging and memorable.

s
{ Complete the metaphor

| Turn the statement into a metaphor.

¥ 1 The classroom was noisy.

‘ The classroom was a . LA

Year 6 have been learning about the heart and how blood
is transported throughout our bodies. We explored the
impact of high and low blood pressure and how
cholesterol accumulation can increase the risk of heart
attacks. We also measured our own heart rates and blood
pressures and discussed how to keep our hearts healthy.

Blood flow
Vein valve closed

Our Time to Shine certificates are awarded weekly to 2 pupils in each class
who have been recognised as great role models for our school values &
children’s rights. Last week’s awards were given to:

Class 1: Zayah, Amaya-Louise & Amayah
Class 2: Gideon, Judel & Micah

Class 3: Amira, Jenelle & Sarah

Class 4. Nana Adwoa, Ava & Rhys

Class 5:  Sia, Nazif & Isabella
Cengratulations to: Class 6: Keyan, Minay & Nevaeh
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Start the day the best way! ) | 0
Thursday

Everyday from 8.15am-8.30am 24th September
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\

All children from Reception to Year 6 are invited

i s 1 would be grateful for gn,
to join us for a tasty, energising start to the day @ \g:ke donations towards ths

worthy cause.

Drop your child off and let them enjoy a

delicious, healthy breakfast with friends before - Cakes to be donated b
school. ERAR. ..  Monday 2ist September.
The perfect way to fuel their bodies and minds _ 5
ready for a day full of learning and fun!
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St Matthew's C of E Primary School

Diary Dates for 2026-2027
September 2026
Thursday 24t September - Year 6 Trip

Thursday 24" September - Macmillan Cake Sale after school
Wednesday 30" September — Year 5 commence swimming (TBC)
October 2026
Thursday 15t October - Year 5 Trip
Friday 2" October - Whole School Black History Workshop
Monday 5t October - Year 1 Trip
Monday 12t October - Year 3 Trip

Wednesday 14t October — Happy School Bag Collection
Thursday 15th October - Little Wandle Meeting for EYFS and KS1 parents @ 3.30pm

Tuesday 20t October - Individual School Photographs
Thursday 22" & Friday 23" October — INSET DAYS (no pupils)
Half Term - Monday 26" October to Friday 30t October 2026

November 2026
Tuesday 24" November 2026 - Flu Nasal Spray - Years R to 6
Friday 27t November - INSET DAY (no pupils)

Christmas Break — Monday 215t December to Friday 15t January 2027

Spring Term
Monday 4" January to Thursday 25" March 2027
Half Term - Monday 15t February to Friday 19t February 2027
Easter Break - Monday 30t March to Friday 9t April 2027

Monday 3rd May - May Bank Holiday (No pupils)

Summer Term
Monday 12tApril to Wednesday 215t July 2027
May Bank Holiday - Monday 3 May 2027
Half Term - Monday 315t May to Friday 4" June 2027




